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Below is a list of items to be working on during your freshman year.  These items will help you when you get closer to solidifying your post-secondary plans.  Whether you plan to enter college, trade school the military or the workforce, this check list will help you be successful.  Connect with your school counselors at any time should you have questions.

	· Create a four-year high school plan
· What high school courses will help you most with your future plans?
· What classes do you need to be a NH State Scholar?

	· Explore ways to pay for college
· It is never too late to begin exploring ways to pay for college (financial aid, scholarship, 529 savings plans, etc.)

	· Explore career interests
· Identify your likes/dislikes
· Find careers in line with your academic strengths and personal interests
· Talk with a variety of adults to survey a wide range traditional and unique career paths

	· Put thought in to summer work
· Meaningful summer work, volunteerism, and internships reflect well on college applications and can help shape future plans

	· Get involved
· Colleges like active students, and those who are leaders
· Make a long-term commitment to fewer extra-curricular activities
· Check www.eligibilitycenter.org for information on courses required for competing in Division I or II athletics.
	· Start a file folder or other organization system to keep track of all your efforts
· Continue to build on this file.  Add report cards, awards, accomplishments, other items of merit as you earn them
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