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· Make lists of your abilities, social/cultural preferences, and personal qualities. List things you may want to study and do in college. What are your career interests? 
· Learn about colleges. Look at their Web sites (www. collegeboard.com has links). Talk to friends, family teachers, and recent grads. Also use this website to learn about financial aid. 
· Resource check: Visit the counseling office and meet the counselors there. Is there a college night for students and families? When will college representatives visit your school? 
· Examine catalogs and guides and create a file to organize all the information. 
· At school, sign up early to take the PSAT/NMSQT, which is given in October. Also, become aware of admission requirements to colleges including GPA requirements, credits, exam type and scores, etc. 
WINTER 
· Sign up to take the SAT and/or ACT in the spring. Fee waivers are available for students with financial need. To prepare, download practice booklets from www.collegeboard.com (for the SAT) or from www.act.org (for the ACT). 
· Begin a search for financial aid sources. National sources include the College Board Scholarship Handbook and the web. Don’t overlook local & state aid sources and grants & scholarships. 
· As you search for colleges of your choice, schedule time during a weekend, during February or April vacation, or during a summer trip to visit as many of the colleges on your list as possible. 
SPRING 
· Visit some local colleges and attend college fairs, too. 
· If you are considering military academics or ROTC scholarships, contact your school counselor before leaving school for the summer. 
· Start looking at summer jobs as a way to raise funds for college. Also, scan local newspapers to see which civic, cultural, and service organizations in your area award financial aid to graduating seniors and start a file for next year. You can explore the Counseling department website: http://goo.gl/kNzZAx 
SUMMER 
· If you are an athlete who plans to play a sport in college, register with the NCAA Clearinghouse (www.ncaaclearinghouse.net). 
· Visit colleges. Take campus tours and, at colleges you’re serious about, make appointments to have interviews with admissions counselors. Try to attend a class and talk with current students. 
· Create a resume, a record of your accomplishments, activities, community service, and work experiences you have participated in since you started high school. 
· Download applications (or request paper copies) from the colleges to which you will apply. Check application dates; there may be early or rolling admissions you will need to consider. 
· If you have not already done so, secure a part-time job, and/or research some volunteer opportunities you would be interested in participating with.
image1.png




